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Happy New 
Year  

everyone.   
I hope you are all recovered from holiday 
travels and ready to enjoy the 2017 activi-
ties Newcomers Directors have lined up 
for us.  I don’t know about your New 
Year’s resolution but mine is to have as 
much fun as I can fit into my last year in 
Newcomers. 
 
This month I hope to organize a couple 
special meetings, or task force, to stream-
line club organization with an eye toward 
achieving a seamless transition of respon-
sibilities from one club year to another.  
Also, to look at a couple aspects of club 
organization that are due for review.  To 
that end I am looking for First Year mem-
bers who have a background or experi-
ence in the following areas: 
 
 Advertising 
 Fundraising 
 Publisher Software/Newsletter Design 
 Publicity 
 Insurance 
 
All I ask of you is your participation in one 
to three meetings of an hour duration 
each, I promise.  So if your pre-SSI New-
comer life included any of these topics it 
would be greatly appreciated if you 

would lend your expertise to the club to 
help the Board of Directors accomplish 
their goals.  Just send me an e-mail at 
president@islandnewcomers.org or call 
my cell phone at 912-223-0855. 
 

  Thank you,  
  MARTHA FRENCH 

  President 
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Vice President’s  Message 
  

It is truly hard to believe that 2016 has come and gone. 
Our amazing group has survived tropical storms and hur-
ricanes... the only thing we missed was a White Christ-
mas! 
 
Decembers gathering was great with 184 members show-
ing up in our holidays best.  JJ Johnson ( AKA Santa Dawg) 
Laura Maddox (AKA Christmas Cocktail Fairy) both won 
gift certificates to dine at Frederica House or Palmers Vil-
lage Cafe,., these are two of our many great club spon-
sors we need to patronize in 2017. 
 
Our next meeting is January 17th at St Williams Catholic 
Church at 6pm.  We will learn about many not for profits 
that have opportunities we can plug into. 
 
Come eat a yummy dinner prepared by Nazarro's Italian 
Restaurant and learn about these fabulous organizations 
while visiting with other newcomers. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at our next meeting.   

    

        LILA MAGBEE 

                Vice President 
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Island Adventures 
 

Dear Fellow Adventurers, 
 
I hope you all had a great holiday with friends and fam-
ily. We are looking forward to many great activities in 
2017. 
 
We enjoyed “It’s a Wonderful Life” at the Ritz followed 
by food and drinks at Tipsy Mc Sways. A special call out 
of thanks to the owner Susan of Tipsy’s as she extend-
ed very special pricing for all of our treats. 
In keeping with some of the local cultural events, we 
will be going to the Ritz to see Tosca and supporting 
many local concert events with a meetup afterwards 
for treats in some cases.  Remember to check the up-
coming links for the full year of events. We continue to 
update that area on a fairly regular basis. 
 
Some of the exciting events planned for the spring is a 
visit to White Oak to see African Animals. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday May 20, 2017.  We are also 
working on a birding trip to Harris Neck for the spring 
and potentially a trip down to Crystal River to swim 
with the Manatees. And of course a trip to the Okefe-
nokee Swamp. 
 
Get ready for our February Chili Cook off. Tasters and 
Chef’s, it is shaping up to be a great event with some 
very competitive chefs.  All details will be posted short-
ly. 
 
A word about event registration…   we are a club of 
over 300 members fairly evenly distributed among 
first, second and third year members.  In an effort to 
offer something that will appeal to many, we have 
tried to offer a wide variety of events. However as we 
are a nonprofit, it is a fine art of pre booking events, 
pre paying for things like transport and the event ven-
ues and never knowing how many people will want to 
join.  The last thing we want to do is to financially obli-
gate the club for something and not have interest. 
Therefore please let us hear from you on things you 
would like to do.  It will help with planning. 
 
We suggest registering early to avoid disappointment. 
Some of these tours fill in minutes. The size of each 
trip is based on many factors such as local transport, 
venue  

 
 
 
restrictions, etc. 
For those tours that are so popular we are doing our 
best to put on a repeat in the same year.  We welcome 
your input and comments.  If anyone is interested in 
being on a list of tour leaders please let me know and 
drop me a note. 
 
Lastly it has been requested that we arrange groups 
for events such as concerts, ballet, and opera this win-
ter season in JAX. If interested please send me an 
email so I can gauge the level of interest. 
 
Happy New Year 

  
SUSAN MADDEN 
Chairperson 
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  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
February 7 — Island Concert and  Meal 

February 14 — Island Concert 

February 18 — Chili Cook-off at Casino 

February 21 — Island Concert & Dinner 

February 28 — Island Concert & Ice Cream 

 

Adventures are always being added.  Check under EVENTS tab on Club website for more details.  

Mah Jongg 

JUNE SHERWOOD 

 Chair 

The last meeting of the year, even with some of our 
players already involved in holiday plans, had 18 partic-
ipants.  We had great games and some interesting 
questions arose.  Fortunately, Gladys was available for 
consultation.   

Mah Jongg members and other Newcomers presented 
Emma Bethel with some Christmas gifts for her two 
young children. We are in awe of her dedication to 
these lucky children. Emma voiced her thanks for the 
show of support.   

Gladys and I received nice bouquets of flowers 

and words of gratitude regarding the formation of the 
Mah Jongg club. We thank you for the kind gift and 
words.   

Our next Mah Jongg class will be Monday, January 2, 
2017!   

A reminder to read the first couple of chapters of your  

"Winning American Mah Jongg Strategies" by Elaine 
Sandberg.  We will begin each session with a couple of 
tips to continue our education...as we know, winning is 
not all luck! 

 

I would like to suggest that those who would like to 
have lunch after our games, meet at Tramici's. They 
have a wonderful choice of $10.00 lunches. I will take a 
count at the beginning of the class and call for a 11:45 
reservation.   

And lastly, night classes for those who were unable to 
attend in the morning, or those who would like a re-
view, will start mid-January.  Date, time and place not 
yet set. This is a class for men and women, please en-
courage anyone that is interested to contact me for 
additional info and to get on the list. 

Have a joyous holiday 
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Your Newcomers Event Calendar, at a Glance 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 
Gathering 

@  

St. William 

6:00 pm 

10 11 
Mighty Air 

Museum 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 
Port of Bruns-

wick  Tour 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 
Hospital Tour 

and  Free 

Dinner 

25 26  
Sapelo Island 

Tour 

27 

28 29 30 31    

January 2017 
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Wow, we had over 30 bowlers this month.  Such a 

great turnout, but more importantly, we all have been 

having so much fun.  It's been a great way to meet 

other newcomers in a smaller group setting.  

We will take the month of December off to enjoy this 

joyous holiday season.  Mark your calendars for Mon-

day, January 30th, as that will be our next bowling 

date.   

It's never too late to join us.  We all have busy lives 

and lots of commitments, but if you have availability, 

just email me by the Sunday before the bowling date 

to confirm you plan to bowl.  We have all levels of 

bowlers each month.  sbn1169@aol.com  

Upcoming dates for bowling will be 
the last Monday of the 
month, which are:  
January 30th 
February 27th 
March 27th 
April 24th 
Hope everyone has 
a joyous and safe 
Holiday Season!! 

Bowling  

9-Hole & 18-Hole Golf 
 

 

 

 

Nine-Hole Golf—BONNY McDONALD 

18-Hole Golf—MIKE McDONALD & PETER McCALL  

 
Interested in joining?  Contact any of us for more infor-
mation.  We’d love to have you play with us. 

18-Hole— Mike McDonald  912-682-1007 

mmcdonal@georgiasouthern.edu 

 
Peter McCall  770-329-6156  petemccall1@gmail.com 
 

9-Hole 
Bonnie McDonald 912-481-0794 
bkmcdonal@yahoo.com 

SHELLI NORTON   &   

KATHY KELLER 

Bowling Chairs 

mailto:sbn1169@aol.com
mailto:mmcdonal@georgiasouthern.edu
mailto:petemccall1@gmail.com
mailto:bkmcdonal@yahoo.com
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There is much to do in the Golden Isles 

and there are Facebook groups/pages 

to keep you In The Know.  You can fol-

low Golden Isles Arts and    Humanities to learn 

about events at the Ritz Theater, Mary Ross Water-

front Park, Historic Brunswick, and Glynn County.  

They post about performing arts and live entertain-

ment such as Cinema Gourmet, Summer Classic Mov-

ies, Sounds by the Sea concert series,  The Big Read, 

and arts festivals and exhibits.  Golden Isles Public 

Events is a place for business and groups to post 

about events they are promoting.  It tends to be a lot 

of notices of sales and specials from local businesses 

but you may find just what you are looking for and 

helps you support local businesses.   Glynn Visual 

Arts will keep you updated on classes, exhibits, pro-

grams, and events that support the visual arts in 

Glynn County.   Glynn Events will update you on spe-

cial events and fundraisers in the area. You can even 

follow Michael Hulett Entertainment LLC to always 

know where your favorite musician will be perform-

ing.   Many venues, civic groups, non-profits, and 

churches will also have Facebook pages/groups to 

promote their events.   If you find a great site, let us 

know!     
         

ROBIN WHITE & LEASA SANDRIDGE 

 

  Communications 

We will be playing bridge January 19 at 12:30pm. 

Place to be announced. Suzie Schmidt and Kathy Gan-

sereit are hostesses.  
 

MARCIE KETSTETTER 

Chair 

 

Bridge 

Membership Directories continue to be distributed at 
Newcomer events. If you want a directory before the 
next gathring, you can email us at 
mgilles8311@bellsouth.net , and we will arrange a way 
to get one to you.  

Our membership consists of about 145 first year and 
138 second year people. All of you are eligible to serve 
on our board for the 2017-18 membership year.  The 
majority of the board members for this year are third 
years and (as you know) we will be “graduating” very 
soon.  The club will need replacements for all of those 
positions.  If you have any interest in a particular posi-
tion, please contact any board member and we will for-
ward your name to the nominating committee that will 
soon be forming.  Our experience on the board these 
past two membership years has been phenomenal. It is 
a good way to meet lots of other members and expand 
your horizons.  Plus, you have the reward of volunteer-
ing in a wonderfully welcoming organization.   

We wish everyone much happiness in the new year and 
look forward to seeing you at future Newcomer events. 
 

BUNNY & MICHAEL GILLES 

Membership Chairs 

Membership News 

mailto:mgilles8311@bellsouth.net
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PLEASE TAKE PHOTOS OF EventsFOR THE NEWSLETTER! 

Send to: newsletter@islandnewcomers.org 

Great Decisions 
FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES TOPICS FOR 2017 GREAT DECISIONS 

The Foreign Policy Association recently announced that the eight topics for study in the 2017 program are European 

Union; Trade Policy; South China Sea; Saudi Arabia; Geopolitics of Energy; Latin America; Afghanistan/Pakistan; and 

Nuclear Security. The Briefing Book covering these topics will be published in late 2016 and will be available in Janu-

ary 2017. The Briefing Book will cost an estimated $30.00 (thirty dollars). As chair for 2017, I will order all materials 

and bill participants for reimbursement. 

Following an organizational meeting in January, the topics will be addressed in eight consecutive 

weekly meetings. Participants will be notified of meeting location and time by email. Interested per-

sons who have not signed up to participate should contact me as soon as possible at 912-434-9660. 

TIM RYLES 

mailto:newsletter@islandnewcomers.org
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Dining Out Dining In 

Happy New Year everyone! In spite of a very busy 
December, we had 18 Dining Out groups meet for 
food and fun. There are so many wonderful restau-
rants in our area; I challenge each of you to try one 
new place every month. Once you've tried every res-
taurant on the island, expand your horizons to 
Brunswick, Jekyll, and Beyond!   

Dining In this December had 8 members host four sepa-
rate cocktail parties. The hosts were wonderful to host 
 members in their festive, welcoming homes. Each mem-
ber was assigned an item to contribute, such as an appe-
tizer, wine, or a sweet treat. The parties were held on 
different dates, and everyone who attended had a lovely 
time. Thank you to all of the hosts, it could not have been 
successful without you..  

In January we are back to small dinner parties in     private 
homes. Cheers!  

 

 

CYNTHIA STIX 
Chair 

LAURA MADDOX 

Chair 
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So many good books were read and discussed in 2016 
and now we look forward to a brand 
new year! The book lists have been 
checked over and more great reads are 
planned. We have added several new 
members and looking forward to more. 

 
If you love to read and want to meet other book lovers 
contact me through the email link on the Island New-
comers Website. 

 

“Never trust anyone who has not brought a 
book with them.” 
― Lemony Snicket, Horseradish:  

Bitter Truths You Can't Avoid            

 

DIXIE BAUCOM 
 Chair 

Book Clubs 

Adopt-a-Highway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopt the Highway did not pick up in December.  We 
will pick Saturday January 7.  Either meet at McDonald 
at 8:30 or the site at 9:00.   

Looking forward to seeing everyone.  I really appreciate 
all the help.  Thank you. 

 

 

STEPHANIE HERZBERGER  
Chair 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/36746.Lemony_Snicket
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/77898
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/77898
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Need some ideas of where you can make a difference in our community?  Only you can sign up – but we 
can help you learn about the opportunities.  Here are a few quality organizations that are looking for vol-
unteers now. 

Cancer Resource Center – American Cancer Society – Road to Recovery                                                     
3011 Hampton Ave. Brunswick   Did you know that transportation is a top need of cancer patients? Volun-
teers are needed Monday through Friday and you decide how often you can volunteer your time. 
 

Faithworks – A nonprofit faith based organization located in Glynn County ww.faithworksministry.org 
Some of the support Faithworks offers to members of our community include pastoral care, financial as-
sistance, food, home maintenance and transportation.  Over 20,000 people in Glynn County have benefit-
ed from this organization.  One of Faithworks many ministries is Sparrows Nest, which assists families 
with utilities, medicines, and food.  There are many opportunities to lend a hand with their food bank.  
 

Castaways Pet Rescue  — 11659 Georgia 99, Darien, GA 31305 - (912) 270-0119                                                                             
Help prepare animals for adoptions events on Saturdays from 11:00 to 4:00 at PetSmart  
in Brunswick.   

 

Volunteering    

GAIL McCARTY 

Volunteer Liaison 
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Board & Activities Directors Contact Information 
President 18-hole Golf Martha French  

president@islandnewcomers.org 

Mike McDonald & Peter McCall 

golf@islandnewcomers.org 

Vice  

President 

Nine-hole Golf Lila Magbee 

vp@islandnewcomers.org 

Bonny McDonald 

9holegolf@islandnewcomers.org 

Secretary Great  

Decisions 

Karin Mills 

secretary@islandnewcomers.org 

Tim Ryles 

greatdecisions@islandnewcomers.org 

Treasurer Island   

Adventures 

JJ Johnson 

treasurer@islandnewcomers.org 

Susan Madden 

Judee Brooks 

islandadventures@islandnewcomers.org 

Adopt-a-Highway Island Buddies Stephanie Herzberger 

adoptahighway@islandnewcomers.org 

Julie Sellers  

Linda Johnston 

singles@islandnewcomers.org  

Advertising Mahjong Rochelle Fournier 

Linda Smith 

Helen Schoeder 

Michele Hutchins 

advertising@islandnewcomers.org 

June  Sherwood 

mahjong@islandnewcomers.org 

Book Clubs 
 

Membership  Dixie Baucom 

bcday@islandnewcomers.org 

Bunny & Michael Gilles 

membership@islandnewcomers.org 

Bowling Newsletter  

Editor  

Shelli Norton 

Kathy Keller 

bowling@islandnewcomers.org 

Gladys Cook 

newsletter@islandnewcomers.org 

Bridge Publicity Marcie Kerstetter 

bridge@islandnewcomers.org 

Patty Jordan 

Nancy Renfroe 

publicity@islandnewcomers.org 

Communications Tennis Leasa Sandridge 

Robin White 

communications@islandnewcomers.org 

Gerit Alexander 

tennis@islandnewcomers.org 

Dining In Cynthia Stix 

diningin@islandnewcomers.org 

Volunteer  

Liaison 

Gail McCarty 

volunteers@islandnewcomers.org 

Dining Out Laura Maddox 

diningout@islandnewcomers.org 

Webmaster Joe Leek 

webmaster@islandnewcomers.org 

mailto:vp@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:golf@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:vp@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:9holegolf@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:secretary@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:greatdecisions@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:treasurer@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:islandadventures@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:adoptahighway@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:singles@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:advertising@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:membership@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:bcday@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:membership@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:communications@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:newsletter@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:bridge@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:publicity@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:communications@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:publicity@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:diningin@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:publicity@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:diningout@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:webmaster@islandnewcomers.org
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Newcomers has Something for Everyone 

    Adventures       Volunteering   Best Buddies

     Bridge           Mah Jongg      Dining In       Dining Out      

Adopt a Highway    Book Clubs               Bowling                  Golf            

Great Decisions 


