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I can only offer the thought that 

the majority of people are in-

volved with commitments on 

the weekends and this is how 

the decision came about to 

hold the monthly Gatherings 

on Tuesday nights. 

This year the Events a/k/a Island 

Adventures are planned and 

executed by Board of Directors 

members Steve Spears and 

Pam Roseman.  The Events/

Island Adventures are not sub-

sidized by Club funds but are 

paid in whole by those signing 

up to attend.  Susan Madden 

with assistance from Judee 

Brooks will be bringing you 

Island Adventures.  They have 

already created an impressive 

schedule of events that will be 

published at the beginning of 

the season.  If we can work out 

a rule-of-thumb for how far in 

advance registrations will open 

on the website then that 

should help with those of you 

who feel you don’t have a 

chance to sign up.  There will 

always be some adventures/

events that have limited space 

available but hopefully people 

will not find themselves shut 

out often. 
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First, let me say that the monthly 

Gatherings are planned and executed 

by the Vice President and for this Club 

Season that has been me. 

Cash Bar versus Open Bar – If we 

meet at a place where drinks are 

sold then we go with a cash bar 

but for those places where drinks 

are not sold, such as a church 

hall, the Heritage Center or The 

Stables, we ourselves may not, 

and our caterer may not, sell 

drinks.  We can, however, offer 

them as part of the evening’s fare.  

This year we had four cash bars 

and will have five open bars.  Next 

season may be different.  It will all 

depend on the opportunities that 

present themselves as we look for 

new and interesting places to 

gather.  So for those of you who 

don’t drink and feel you are paying 

for something you’re not getting, I 

cannot completely disagree with 

you, however, to put it in perspec-

tive, it’s either an open bar or no 

bar at all and it appears that the 

majority of those attending do 

drink.  Please note that the 

amount spent on beer, wine and 

liquor is a very small portion of the 

evening’s expenses and that 

prices charged to members for 

Gatherings are ALWAYS deeply 

subsidized by sponsor contribu-

tions. 

Tuesday Nights versus Friday/

Saturday Nights – A few of you     

have indicated that a weeknight is 

difficult and a weekend night 

would be better.  I too work Mon-

day through Friday but fortunately 

it is locally so I am still able to 

make a Tuesday evening.               

Please keep sharing those ques-

tions.  It helps to know what you all 

are thinking and gives us a chance 

to make improvements when possi-

ble. 

Enjoy your summer.  I look forward 
to seeing you all in  
September 

My thanks to those of you that 

have contacted me with ques-

tions or concerns about the 

monthly Gatherings and Events.  

I thought I would take this oppor-

tunity to respond as there may 

be other members who share 

your concerns: 
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President’s  Message 

May  09 -  Kayaking Tour 

May 10 -  Gathering at St Simons Casino (Last Hurrah!!) 

May 10 -  FLETC Tour 

May 12 -  Board Meeting 

May 19 -  Lady Jane Shrimp Boat Tour 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  

NEWCOMERS MONTHLY EVENTS  

President –  

MARYBETH  

BONNAR  

Well they say “time flies when 
you’re having fun”, and it couldn’t 
be truer than this season of the 
Island Newcomers Club.  It’s hard 
to believe that we’re coming up on 
our last monthly gathering and I 
know it will be a great time.  Tom 
and I look forward to seeing you 
there and I know we both feel a 
little sad about saying goodbye. 

The good news is that we don’t 
leave empty handed…we take 
with us an incredible group of 
friends and acquaintances whom 
we will surely see again all over 
the island! We are so thankful for 
all this club has meant to us and 
are constantly telling people about 
Newcomers, with the expectation 
that their experience will be as 
meaningful as ours has been.  

I couldn’t be more proud of or 
more thankful for our board mem-
bers and chairs who made this 
season’s success possible. We 
had a record number of members 
this year and record turnouts for 
every one of the gatherings. That 
speaks volumes about everyone’s 
dedication to making this an enjoy-
able endeavor. It was truly a team 
effort and all of you were more 
than willing to help. Thank you for 
your time, patience, enthusiasm, 
humor, and creativity! 

Tom and I feel very blessed to 
have been part of your Island 
Newcomers’ experience, and we 
wish you all continued enjoy-
ment as you become more in-
volved in your new community 
and enhance your enjoyment of 
“island time.” 

See you at our last hurrah in 
May! 

For a list of the Is-

land Newcomers 

Board members and 

their emails, see 

page 24 

Questions?  

Email Us! 

mailto:vp@islandnewcomers.org
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  Treasurer’s Report  

. 

 
 

Treasurer 
Paige Funkhouser 
     
Explanation of terms: 
 Beginning balance:  

Money carried over 
from Mar. 2016 New-
comers. 

 Revenue:  
Money collected 
from members 
for dues; activi-
ties and meet-
ings; and from 
sponsors for 
advertising. 

 Expenses:  
Payments for 
administrative 
items, meet-
ings, and activi-
ties. 

 Ending balance:  Funds com-
mitted to future events, in-
cluding general meetings, 
activities, and administrative 
items.                                     

 

NEWCOMERS BALANCE SHEET 

 

Beginning balance:  $17,809.99 

 

Revenue:     $  5,537.50 

 

Expenses:     $  6,099.56 

 

Ending balance:   $17,247.93 

      

 

 

 

Bunny and Michael Gillis 

Membership Update 

Another wonderful season in Newcomers is coming 

to an end. We now have 371 members and that ex-

ceeds our year-end total from last year by nearly 

100!   60 of our members have completed three 

years and will be “graduating” from the club, but 

those friendships will not be lost! 

 

Remember you can find a complete list of members 

on the website by clicking “Members” on the tool-

bar. More than 80 people have joined the club since 

the directory was published so using the up-to-date 

online list is a way to keep in touch with all mem-

bers. 
 

 

 

Membership  

We are very excited about continuing as Mem-

bership Chairs for the 2016-17 year. This posi-

tion has allowed us to meet so many of you and 

we look forward to connecting even more names 

and faces in the new season beginning in Sep-

tember.  

 

Happy summer to everyone! 

 

Bunny and Michael 
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Event Calendar, at a Glance 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 

8 
Mother’s 

Day 

9 
Kayaking Tour 

10FLETC 

          Tour  

Monthly  

Gathering @ 

Casino  

11 12 

 
Board Meeting 

    4 pm 

13 14 

15 
Dining IN  

Year End 

Party 

16 17 18 
Dining Out 

Year End 

Party  6:30 

(No Rain 

Date) 

19 

 

Lady Jane 

Shrimp Boat 

Tour 

20 21 

22 
Rain Date 

for Dining IN 

Party 

23 24 25 26 27 
 

28 

29 30 
Memorial 

Day 

31 
 

    

May 2016 



ISLAND NEWCOMERS     May 2016 

5 



ISLAND NEWCOMERS     May 2016 

6 

Island Newcomers’ 

 —  18 HOLE GOLF  

Golf meets monthly and play 18 holes at 

different courses throughout the Golden 

Isles.  Contact Sue or Rick 

Clements to get on the email list. 

   

Rick & Sue Clements 

   

 

Tennis anyone?  

Newcomer Gerit Alexander is interested 

in starting a regular tennis group. Call 

her at 912-634-2681 if you are inter-

ested. 
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Cynthia Stix 

Chair, Dining In 

 406 291 3037 

                          DINING OUT 

Leasa Sandridge &  

Robin White 

 

Dining In will conclude its year with a year end 

party. The invitation to the party is posted on our 

website, www.islandnewcomers.org, where 

you will sign up to attend. (Deadline for signing 

up is May 12th.) 

 

During the year the group grew to 118 members. 

The size of our group necessitated members to 

host twice during the year. Those who joined 

after January, hosted once. It seems people like 

the idea of preparing and sharing food over their 

dining room tables while settling in to their new 

environment. 

 

Hope to see members at the relaxing year end 

party on May 15th, with a rain date of May 22nd. 

 

Thank you for being a gracious participant with 

Dining In. 

Dining In  

 

 

Come one, come all,  

to the Year End Dining Out Party! 

 

   And when we say dining out ,  

we really mean it.  Come gather with us  

under the oaks, on Wednesday , May 18th  

at 6:30PM for a picnic at Neptune Park.  (No rain date) 

    Of course in keeping with our group theme ~ 

 'no cooking', it will be a bring your own 

brown bag, favorite take out, or have your  

favorite personal pizza delivered.   

    We will be sending out an email invitation.  

Please reply so we know a general count. 

mailto:newsletter@islandnewcomeers.org
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ISLAND NEWCOMERS     May 2016 

11 



ISLAND NEWCOMERS     May 2016 

12 

Dixie Baucom 

704 451 0095  

bcday@islandnewcomers.org  

 

Book Club Notes for May 

What a great list of books for the Merry Month of 

May. 

Books in the Morning is reading Miller’s Valley by 

Anna Quindlen. Guest Beth Fennel is hosting the 

group. 

Master of Ceremonies by Joel Grey is the choice 

of The Gullfriends. 

Booklovers host is Judee Mattie and they are dis-

cussing Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty. 

The Original Morning Club is deep into Forty 

Thieves by Thomas Perry. Gerit Alexander is the 

host this month. 

Most of our clubs are taking a hiatus during the 

summer; however, good books will still definitely 

be read!  

  

Jan Whalen  

   

 WhaleMom@aol.com 

          Bridge Group 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newcomers bridge had seven tables of bridge at The 

Lodge. It was a fantastic afternoon!  

 

A good book should leave you... slightly ex-

hausted at the end. You live several lives 

while reading it. ~William Styron, interview, 

Writers at Work, 1958 

mailto:bcday@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:bcday@islandnewcomers.org
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10% OFF 
present this coupon for 

some restrictions apply. 

your order! Limit one coupon per 

customer per visit; 
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     Publicity 

Patti Jordan & 
Nancy Renfroe 

We are pleased to report club membership 
has increased 30% year over year!  We be-

lieve a large part can  

be attributed to local media reporting on 
the club's exciting activities in their print 

publications.  We have  

been especially fortunate to have our par-
ties attended and reported by Golden Isles 

Magazine (Editor  

Bethany Leggett), Coastal Illustrated 
(Editor Sarah Lundgren), and Elegant Is-

land Living (Editorial and  

Social  Media Director Kathi Williams). 

 

 

We look forward to another banner year 
beginning September 2016 through May 

2017. 

 

Respectfully, 

Your Publicity Co-Chairs 
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Steve Spears and  

Pam Roseman 

 

 

 

ISLAND ADVENTURES 2015-2016 CALENDAR—SAVE THE DATES! 

 Please take Photos of events for the newsletter 
Send to: newsletter@island newcomers.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Island Adventures 

Okefenokee Swamp 

Another popular trip is the Oke-

fenokee Swamp.  Trip was full 

and it was a beautiful day! 

May  09 -  Kayaking Tour 

May 10 -  FLETC Tour 

May 19 -  Lady Jane Shrimp Boat Tour 

April Dolphin Tour 

Shrimp Boat Tour 

mailto:newsletter@islandnewcomeers.org
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Melissa Jensen and 
Shelli Norton 

Our first year of newcomer bowling was a huge suc-
cess. Because May is such a busy month we decided 
to schedule our last event in April. Bowling was a 
really fun way to get to know people and a tremen-
dous value for the money. $10 paid for shoe rental 
and unlimited bowling. I can honestly say Strike Zone 
is the nicest bowling alley I've ever been in and they 
were very welcoming to our group. I encourage all of 
you who didn't participate this year to try it out next 
year. It's not competitive and you don't have to be a 
good bowler. Have a great summer and we look for-
ward to seeing you again in September at Strike 
Zone!  

ANN LEE & JULIE SELLERS 

Island  Bowling Group 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Newcomers Island Buddies Group 

We have been enjoying the many activities on the 
island with our new found friends.  
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Island Newcomers Contacts 

President Dining In Marybeth Bonnar 

president@islandnewcomers.org 

Cynthia Stix 

diningin@islandnewcomers.org 

Vice  

President 

Dining Out Martha French 
vp@islandnewcomers.org 

Leasa Sandridge & 

Robin White 

diningout@islandnewcomers.org 

Secretary 18-hole Golf Karin Mills 

secretary@islandnewcomers.org 

Rick & Sue Clements 

golf@islandnewcomers.org 

Treasurer Nine-hole Golf Paige Funkhouser 

treasurer@islandnewcomers.org 

Jane Kelly 

9holegolf@islandnewcomers.org 

Adopt-a-Highway Great  

Decisions 

Ava Bokker 

adoptahighway@islandnewcomers.org 

Jerry Meisel 

greatdecisions@islandnewcomers.org 

Advertising Membership & 

Directory 

Jennifer Moore  &  

Andrea Moore 

advertising@islandnewcomers.org 

Bunny & Michael Gilles 

membership@islandnewcomers.org 

Newsletter  

Editor  

Publicity Gladys Cook 

newsletter@islandnewcomers.org 

Patty Jordan & Nancy Renfroe 

publicity@islandnewcomers.org 

Book Clubs 
 
 
 
 

Island   

Adventures 

Dixie Baucom 

bcday@islandnewcomers.org 

 

 

Stephen Spears & 

Pam Roseman 

islandadventures@islandnewcomers.org 

Bowling Melissa Jensen & 

Shelli Norton 

bowling@islandnewcomers.org 

Webmaster Gary Tjaden 

webmaster@islandnewcomers.org 

Bridge Singles Jan Whalen 

bridge@islandnewcomers.org 

Ann Lee & Julie Sellers 

singles@islandnewcomers.org  

Communications  Tonya Summer 

communications@islandnewcomers.org 

 

mailto:president@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:diningin@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:vp@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:diningout@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:secretary@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:golf@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:treasurer@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:9holegolf@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:adoptahighway@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:greatdecisions@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:advertising@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:membership@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:newsletter@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:publicity@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:bcday@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:islandadventures@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:webmaster@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:bridge@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:singles@islandnewcomers.org
mailto:communications@islandnewcomers.org
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